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Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s SPICE Award WINNER for 2012 
 

Mars Hill PCUSA, Hope Mills, NC 
For more information contact: Rev. Cassandra O. Thomas, 1920 Dancy 
Street, Fayetteville, NC 28301, (910) 488-4897, chcothomas@yahoo.com  
 
Program Title and Description:  
“Set Your House in Order…As Good Stewards Do” Community Lenten Bible Study. 
For four weeks during the 2012 Lenten season, the church and community 
attendees had Bible study and hands-on homework on how to organize estate 
and end-of-life documents. A resource table provided books, software and 
document containers. A table provided sign-in sheet, name tags, handouts, 
pens/pencils, folders to hold handouts. Each week a different topic was covered. 
In week 4, a feedback form was provided to gain insights to improve the study. 
 
Program Goals:  
As a Lenten exercise of giving up something for spiritual growth, the participants 
did not give up tangible items per se, but rather an intangible aspect—that of 
procrastination—to stop putting off the needed decision-making and actions that 
should be made before the end-of-life. As good stewards of what God has given 
to them, participants contemplated how God desired them to be good witnesses, 
even at the time of their death, to the faith and hope in a Risen Lord and Savior. 
The facilitator’s goal was to provide information on how to organize end-of-life 
documents and show how to create end-of-life documents for loved ones that are 
personalized and reflective of participants’ desire to share with family members. 
Then the participants would do hands-on homework with these goals in mind and 
to share them in subsequent weeks to encourage one another. Sensitivity and 
trust between members were key to an enjoyable learning experience. 
 
GENERAL OUTLINE OF BIBLE STUDY 
ALL WEEKS included the following: 
• Welcome and Rules of Engagement: Obtain Name Tags, Handouts, 

Refreshments 
• Opening Prayer 
• Introductions: Share Name, Expectations for Bible Study and Our Time 

Together 
• Disclaimers and Confidentiality Agreement 
• Discuss Main Themes of Biblical Scripture 
• Topic(s) of the Week 
• Closing Prayer 
• Wrap-up/Clean-up 
• Feedback Forms (Week 4) 
• Depart in Peace 
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Welcome and Rules of Engagement:  Obtain Name Tags and Refreshments 
Rules of Engagement:  

1) Bring Bible, pen, thoughts, questions and homework as assigned;  
2) Respect those sharing their thoughts;  
3) Share, but don’t “hog” floor;  
4) Constructive feedback encouraged;  
5) Take notes and continually reflect on what’s being shared;  
6) Silence cell phones and other electronic gadgets 

Opening Prayer and Introductions 
Disclaimers and Confidentiality Agreement 
Disclaimers: The information and resources shared in this Bible Study are for 

general learning and contemplation only. It is not legal, financial or estate 
planning advice. Please consult professionals in the legal, financial, or 
estate planning fields to meet your specific needs. 

Attendees agree to respect one another as personal stories and documents are 
shared during the Bible Study. Trust is key! 

 
WEEK 1 
SCRIPTURES: Read—Meditate—Discuss 
- 2 Kings 20:1-11 King Hezekiah told to set his house in order for he would die 
- Luke 12: 35-48 God’s servants are watchful and ready; for to whom much has 
been given, much is required 
- John 12:27-36 Walk while you have light 
- Romans 14:7-9, 12 Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. So 
then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
TOPICS: Covered resources and handout provided for the day and the 
importance of being organized and prepared for end-of-life circumstances. 
HOMEWORK: Gather Your Data in Organizer that You Can Secure 
 
WEEK 2 
SCRIPTURES: Read—Meditate—Discuss 
- Genesis 48:1-49:33 Jacob blesses his son Joseph’s 2 sons (giving best blessing 
to younger son) and gives last will of inheritance to his 12 sons 
- Matthew 6:19-21 Store Treasure in Heaven not on Earth 
- Acts 20:17-38 Paul speaks to the Ephesian Elders 
TOPICS: Presbyterian Book of Order Excerpt Chapter IV: Ordering Worship for 
Special Purposes W-4.10000 Services on the Occasions of Death 
Organizing Estate Documents 
- Legal 
- Medical 
- Financial 
- Business 
- Charity Giving 
- Insurances 
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- Personal 
- Military 
- Funeral Guidance 
Checklist Handout Reviewed 
Worksheet Handout Reviewed 
Protecting Documents and Resources 
Local Newspaper Guidelines for Obituary Publishing 
HOMEWORK: Create Obituaries for next week and begin preparing End of Life 
Instructions and Funeral Programs to share in Weeks 3 and 4 
 
WEEK 3 
SCRIPTURES: Read—Meditate—Discuss 
- John 14:25-27 Jesus’ inheritance to the Disciples—the Holy Spirit and Peace 
- Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him 
TOPICS: - Review Homework of Created Obituaries 
- Creating Funeral Arrangements 
- Pre-Needs Funeral Considerations 
- Funeral/Memorial Service Template 
- Committal Service Template 
HOMEWORK: Create Your Funeral Arrangements to include Program 
 
WEEK 4 
SCRIPTURES: Read—Meditate—Discuss 
- Psalm 39:4 Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let 
me know how fleeting my life is. 
- Psalm 90:12 So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
- Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die 
TOPICS: - End of Life Instructions 
- Hand-outs from www.funeralethics.org 
  -- Your Funeral Consumer Rights in NC 
  -- Pre-Paying for Your Funeral in NC 
- Share End of Life Instructions 
- Share Funeral Programs 
WRAP-UP AND FEEDBACK FORMS TURNED IN 
 
RESOURCES 
Holy Bible (NRSV), PCUSA Book of Order Part II, 2011/2013, Book of Common 

Worship (Pastoral Edition) 
The Complete Guide to Organizing Your Records for Estate Planning by John 

Peragine 
When I’m Gone: Practical Notes for Those You Leave Behind by Kathleen Fraser 
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Get It Together: Organize Your Records So Your Family Won’t Have To, 3rd Ed. 
by Melanie Cullen, with Shae Irving, J.D. 

The Party of Your Life: Get the Funeral You Want By Planning It Yourself by Erika 
Dillman 

Estate Planning: A Personal Message to My Family produced by Bob Dunaway 
(Provided by State Farm Insurance Agent Office) 

Prepare to Care: A Planning Guide for Families prepared by the AARP Foundation 
Estate Planning for People With a Chronic Condition or Disability by Martin 

Shenkman, CPA, MBA, J.D. 
“Estate Planning Worksheet” by Presbyterian Foundation 
Verification of Eligibility for Burial in NC State Veterans Cemetery Example 
Cumberland County, NC Estate Division Website Information 
Obituaries and Funeral Plans/Programs (Various Sources) 
Newspaper and Magazine Information (Various Sources) 
Hand-outs from www.funeralethics.org: Your Funeral Consumer Rights in NC and 

Pre-Paying for Your Funeral in NC 
Self-Help Software from NOLO: WillMaker, Estate Planning Software Plus and 

H&R Block Home & Business Attorney Legal Software 
 
How the Program has had a positive effect on the faith formation of your 
congregation, community and/or world.  
Testimonies from participants are welcomed: In the course of life, we plan for 
major events with plans, documents, festive events, and the funds to achieve 
such plans, i.e., births, weddings, graduations, retirements, etc. A Christian 
death should have the same or greater amount of consideration as the 
truly last will and testament of a Christian’s witness. Sound stewardship of 
a Christian life calls for no less than crossing the finish line of earthly life with a 
prepared plan in place for those s/he leaves behind. This is the truest legacy of 
faith and inheritance that a Christian may have. Such plans reduce 1) stress 
in the time of grief, 2) errors due to the rush of the timeframe between 
the death and the funeral and burial, 3) confusion on name spelling, 
participants, and decisions that loved ones have to make because they 
didn’t know the final wishes of the deceased. Also, such plans, made ahead 
of the death, can reduce the “over” spending for funerals/memorial services 
because decisions are made in times when less emotion and stress are brought to 
bear on the costs, fees, and charges for the events. In addition, such plans can 
greatly assist the family members, caregivers, funeral homes, church and church 
leaders in understanding clearly the deceased’s desires for the funeral service 
and burial. Particularly, such plans, created from a Presbyterian-based funeral 
worship perspective, are helpful to non-Presbyterian family members and worship 
participants to ensure that proper Presbyterian rites, rituals, and processes are 
executed in line with the deceased’s wishes for a Presbyterian funeral and burial. 
 
Program Feedback:  
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Feedback was gathered regarding the course material, instructor, and facilities. 
Overall satisfaction was indicated in each area.  
 
When asked “What did you like most about the course?”  

• “The info on planning for your death and funeral.”  
• “The facts presented.”  
• “The explanation of prices for funeral and learning from the Scriptures.”  

When asked “What, if anything, would you have improved on in the course?”  
• “Nothing.”  
• “Nothing; everything was great.”  
• “More on Scripture.” [A verbal phone call was provided indicating that the 

participant enjoyed the Bible study experience and could not add anything 
else to improve.] 

 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s SPICE Award Submissions for 2012 

 
Family Youth Ministry 
Submitted by:  Rev. Pat Fletcher   June 4, 2012 
 
Have you ever heard your youth say they don’t come to youth group because there just aren’t 
any kids there?  And so you try to find a youth group to join up with, but if that doesn’t work 
out then what do you do?  At Raven Rock Presbyterian we decided to revise our ministry to 
children, youth and families.  We created a youth group that consists of children and youth 
from Kindergarten to High School and their parent (s).  There’s even a couple of “mascot” 
toddlers in the group.   
 
We spend about 15 minutes doing bible study.  The older youth wanted to study the book of 
Revelation.  My charge was to make it relevant to the 6 year old and the parents.  That’s easy 
since I try out curriculum on children and youth and if they can understand it, then I know 
their parents can.  After this we have an activity of some kind.  One night, we did a project to 
help the group deal with grief.  Everyone had a pottery vase which they smashed and then 
put it back together.  Of course there were holes and gaps left over.  They learned that what 
was once whole can be put back together, but it’s going to look different and there’s going to 
be some gaps. 
 
Currently we are working on a family worship service based on the story of Daniel.  It is so 
much fun to watch dads learn a few hip hop moves to the song “Shackles” and then march 
with the toddlers to “I Want to Be a Daniel”.   The entire congregation is in for a treat as the 
group decided that our closing hymn “You are Holy/Prince of Peace” should be sung by the 
entire congregation.  And the adults have volunteered to “usher people” to unfamiliar seats, 
so that the ladies will be on one side and the men on the other. 
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We’ve had a cook out together and it was fun watching all the ages play together, while 
others sat and talked or helped with the meal.  There are many more activities planned for 
this group.  Oh and we only meet 3 Sundays out of the month, with the 4th Sunday being 
private family time together. 
 
So if you’re looking to spice up your youth group you just might try this.  And if you do so, 
then be sure to get a LOT of information from the children and youth about what they want to 
do and learn and then it’s okay to let the parents have a suggestion or two.  It’s been a lot of 
fun for all of us and everyone feels like they are a part of one big family! 
 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s SPICE Award Submissions for 2012 
 
Cardboard Boat Race – First PC, Whiteville & Lake Waccamaw PC 
 
First Church, Whiteville entered a cardboard boat race at Lake Waccamaw.  We did it up in 
costume and everything, won the "team spirit" award.  Lake Waccamaw Presbyterian had a 
boat in it, too.  They won the "people's choice" award.  So maybe there's material for 2 
entries...or 1 entry for both churches?  They did a children's entry; we had adults dressed in 
"biblical" garb.  We didn't' communicate or coordinate, but we did know that the other would 
be participating.  I'm not sure there's much of a Christian education thing going on in the boat 
race, but it certainly was fun and got people into it.  Our boat was the "Psalm 69:1." (Save 
me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.")   
 
This fun project brought together adults who shared time, talents and energy.  The fun served 
as an outreach that shared their faith to the community.  
 
 Thanks,   Rev. Josh Bower, pastor at 1st PC, Whiteville 
 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s SPICE Award Submissions for 2012 
 
Ukulele Choir at Winter Park PC, Martha Hayes 
 
Martha Hayes, music director as Winter Park Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, decided to 
give the ukulele a chance during Sunday services once a month and started a choir last fall. 
 
Now the choir has about 25 members, from ages 9 to 91, most have never played the dainty 
guitar before.  This church ministry brings together multiple generations to share talent, 
stories, encouragement and fun.  
 
The choir adds a joyful sound to worship and provides a special way to share time and talent 
while learning and having fun.  
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The Rev. Emile Harley asked the choir to learn “Stand by Me” for a Mother’s Day service.  
The service was about the story of Ruth and the song’s lyrics spoke of the sky falling and the 
mountains tumbling into the sea.  Through it all, God stands with them as well. 
 
The Ukulele choir program enhances faith formation at Winter Park PC.  
 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina’s SPICE Award Submissions for 2012 
 
First Annual Jerry Oakley Memorial Charity Golf Tournament 
Shallotte Presbyterian Church Men’s Association  910-754-6929, church@atmc.net 
Pearl Golf Links, Calabash, NC 
 
Goals:  

1. Raise money for local mission work in conjunction with bringing members of our 
community together for a common goal. 

2. Introduce non-church members to the Presbyterian faith and welcome them to 
worship with our congregation. 

 
Brunswick County, NC is known for its beautiful beaches, friendly residents, and numerous 
golf courses. Our area is also home to a wide variety of churches and civic organizations, all 
working towards a common goal of helping others and spreading the word of God. This ideal 
combination of attributes results in a seemingly endless list of charity fundraisers….especially 
golf tournaments!  
 
Therefore, when the Shallotte Presbyterian Church Men’s Association decided to host 
their ”First Annual Jerry Oakley Memorial Charity Golf Tournament” at the Pearl Golf Links in 
Calabash, NC on Saturday, May 19, 2012, they knew they were going to have to make their 
event stand out from the crowd!  
 
To do this, the members of the Golf Committee decided to approach the tournament from a 
totally new perspective. Instead of focusing solely on the monetary aspect of the tournament, 
they decided to focus on the camaraderie of neighbors and simple enjoyment of the day. 
They also recognized the “open door” policy as a platform to introduce others to the 
welcoming spirit of Shallotte Presbyterian Church. The philosophy was quite simple…instead 
of trying to convince someone to visit or join our congregation…we would just invite them to 
join the tournament. They would witness the kindness, generosity, and Christian spirit of our 
members just by participating in the day’s events. As the old saying goes, “Actions speak 
louder than words!”  
 
Our church is located in an area where many retirees live and play golf. Many of them leave 
their home church when they move and one of our goals was to introduce our church to them 
through a golf tournament. Many churches have these types of fun raisers but mainly attract 
mostly church members. Our goal was the opposite. We wanted non- church members to 
play and have a great time. They will then go off and say to their friends – “You know those 
folks at Shallotte Presbyterian Church are great people. We had a great time. We don’t have 
a church I think we’ll go there one Sunday.” Ninety two golfers played of which 68 or 73% 
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were not members of the church. They all had a great time and will surely spread the good 
word about our church. 
 
By opening the tournament to anyone in the community, regardless of age, gender, or 
religious affiliation, the Committee was able to attract a larger number of participants than the 
SPC Men’s Association had ever accomplished before! The players, male & female, ranged 
from 11 to a bit over 85. The interaction between area residents during the tournament, many 
of whom never would have met otherwise, was touching. Borders were crossed and new 
friendships were made.  
 
One young boy had never even played golf on a real golf course before. He had no golf 
clubs and really couldn’t afford to pay the $75 entry fee. An anonymous church 
member paid his $75 entry fee, thus giving this young boy an opportunity he never 
would have had a chance to experience. Another church member gathered up some golf 
clubs, balls, and tees for him. He was so proud to be given the chance to play that he told his 
mother he needed to go get a haircut so that “He could look like a professional even if he 
couldn’t play like one!”  
 
That young boy will remember the kindness shown to him that day by the anonymous donors, 
as well as the three kind old gentlemen that asked him to join their “foursome” for the event. 
We, at Shallotte Presbyterian Church, believe a great youth ministry starts with one child at a 
time. The lessons he learned and the laughter he shared will be with him forever. 
 
The one-day tournament raised $8,100! A number our late church member, Jerry Oakley, 
would have been very proud of. Jerry Oakley was a member of Shallotte Presbyterian Church 
for many years and was extremely dedicated to his faith, his family, and his mission to help 
others. Jerry died tragically in a car accident September 21, 2011 and continues to be missed 
by his wife, Lucie, his son, Don, and his church family and friends every day. As a way to 
minister to his family and all who loved him, we elected to name the tournament in his honor. 
Lucie and members of the Oakley family were present to share a moment of remembrance in 
Jerry’s honor during the Opening Prayer given by our Reverend John Causey prior to 
tournament play. Jerry’s legacy of outreach and dedication to his Presbyterian faith will 
continue to live through the many mission opportunities provided by the tournament 
proceeds. 
 
The Shallotte Presbyterian Church Men’s Association and the many volunteers who 
participated in the First Annual Jerry Oakley Memorial Charity Golf Tournament are already 
excited about gearing up for next year! Plans are already underway to make next year’s 
event even more fun, welcoming, and successful in bringing area residents together to 
celebrate God’s love and to carry out our mission to help others in need. 
  
 
 
 
 


