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Be a More Effective Church Leader

Another option for training is offered through Charleston
Atlantic Presbytery at Presbyterian College Clinton, SC. The SC
Lay School of Theology offers each course in an intense long
Training you need to make a difference for Jesus!
weekend retreat with advanced reading and a paper due after
The Presbyterian Church – like all churches in North America today – the course. (Their fee structure is different.)
is undergoing massive changes. Tried and true methods of church
Details can be found at:
growth and effective mission are less and less effective in the new
http://capresbytery.org/presbyterian-lay-school/
cultures all around us. Still the church is blessed with many dedicated leaders who want to help to spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ and strengthen the mission of their cherished worshiping com- Engage curriculum and the power of telling your story—
munities or to help start new ones. To assist you in this mission, the
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina will re-launch its Elder Training ProThe Presbyterian Mission Agency’s office of Evangelism has
created a new approach to help congregations learn how to
gram this year.
share their faith.
by Bill Reinhold

The program is designed for those considering service as Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs) – the new name for Commissioned Lay
Pastors – but it will also benefit any elder (or other interested lay person) in the Presbytery.
The course of study will fulfill the Book of Order’s requirements for
CRE preparation and will add training in applying the classroom
learning to practical aspects of ministry – whether in one’s own congregation or as a CRE in a nearby congregation.

First Presbyterian Church, Whiteville, NC has used the
Engage curriculum and Elder, Rick Hedgecock, shared the
power of telling your story in the article below that was printed in
the July 2014 issue of Presbyterian Today magazine.
During the first class of the Engage program, we were asked to
draw a time line depicting our relationship with Jesus Christ, including the peaks and the valleys. Several sessions later, while
Jane Hawthorne was talking about weaving together the gospel
story with our stories, she mentioned people who overcame illness and hardships through the presence of Jesus. She nearly
shouted, “I want to hear those stories.” At that point, I promised
myself that if ever given the opportunity, I would try to tell my
story of Jesus’ presence when I had been most alone, fighting
cancer.

A course of study tailored for today—All you will need to equip
you for more effective service. Core Curriculum The core curriculum is made up of the eight courses required for candidates for CRE
service in addition to a supervised internship. Additional learning
opportunities will be added to help students integrate their learning to
A few weeks later our pastor, Joshua Bower, asked if I would
the practice of ministry.
share my faith story with the class. I agreed. I spent the next two
weeks trying to write what to say. The event I wanted to relate
had occurred while I was taking radiation treatments for throat
 Introduction to the Old Testament
cancer. During the treatment, my head had been completely en Introduction to the New Testament
closed and bolted in a form-fitting mask. I wanted people to know
 Reformed Theology
what had happened when I panicked during treatment and began
 History of Christian Thought
praying desperately. I wanted people to know that Jesus had
 Preaching
come into that mask with me, that I could see him and feel his
calm assurance. I wanted them to know that Jesus could be a
 Worship and Sacraments
very real presence. I was not sure I could tell my story without
 Pastoral Care
weeping. I prayed for strength to stand and tell my story. I
 Presbyterian Polity
prayed that it would make a difference. And sure enough, I was
 Pastoral Internship
able to stand and tell my story.
 Others to be Developed
After class, many people cam to me with tears in their eyes and
First Course will be An Introduction to the Old Testament
thanked me for sharing my experience. I am not sure my story
The course will be held on alternate Saturdays. At the moment we
would have ever been heard without my participation in the
have five confirmed candidates for the course. As soon as we get at Engage series.
least another five we will start the classes. We expect that this will be
in early November, but check in with the Presbytery Office if you are Evangelism Sunday is Sept. 28. Find resources at
interested so that we can communicate with you at the earliest opwww.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/evangelism/
portunity.
Application Process—To enroll in the QRE/CRE program offered
by the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina at the Elizabethtown office,
please complete this application form (long form). If you wish to
be a candidate for certification as a Qualified Ruling Elder ( ready to
be commissioned as a Commissioned Ruling Elder in a congregation) you will also need a letter of endorsement from your session
(details are in the application form).
If you are not an elder or do not wish to seek certification as a
QRE/CRE at this time please complete this shorter application.
Training Application (Short Form)
We need to ensure a minimum number of students to begin the program so please alert us of you interest even if your application is still
in process.
Please return the application to:
Presbytery Office,
807 W King St.,
Elizabethtown, NC 28337
or call 910-862-8300 for more information.

The whole creation groans, waiting for
God’s redemption from war, disease, and
deprivation. (Romans 8:22-23)
Help us be Christ’s body of compassion
bringing relief and
hope to those who
suffer and pray for
redemption in African nations suffering
from the outbreak of Ebola; in Syria
and the bordering nations to which
millions have fled the violence; in Iraq
where Christians and other religious
minorities are being driven from their
homes and persecuted; and in Gaza,
where continuing fighting has taken
lives and homes from many. You gifts
can help the church respond. To find
out how to give, go to
http://pda.pcusa.org/page/whole-creation-groans/

Warm Welcome at the Annual Gathering of African
American Churches

Committee for Church Revitalization &
Transformation Provides GRANTS

Transformation Grant—This grant may help congregations
purchase new technologies, devices or services that might not fit
Elder Bob James, Chair of
into a congregation’s already slim budget. All of our grant money
CAAM, was certainly correct in his is intended to help churches minister either directly to people
opening remarks when he noted
who do not have a regular church home or to help churches
that, “…this is indeed a spirit-filled prepare to reach such people. Learn more by downloading the
event”, and indeed it was. After
application at this link: http://presbycc.org/wp-content/
Rev. Clarence Page, pastor of
uploads/2014/05/ccrt_educational_grant.pdf
Bethany and Panthersford Presbyterian Churches, gave a heartfelt
welcome, the entire congregation Education Grant—The Education Grant helps people from our
of 200 joined in worship with the
Presbytery attend a conference (they might otherwise have diffisinging of “Victory Is Mine”.
culty attending) and then apply something they learned to help
transform their congregation in a positive way. Learn more by
downloading the application at this link below:
Rev. Earnest Parish, Jr., pastor of www.presbycc.org/2014/upcoming-education-opportunitiesDothan and Wilson Chapel Presconferences/ or contact Evan Harrison pastor@sspchurch.org
byterian Churches and Secretary
of CAAM
Following the joyful singing, Rev. Earnest Parish, Jr., pastor of
Dothan and Wilson Chapel Presbyterian Churches and Secretary
of CAAM, shared the reading of Romans 12:1-12 and Rev. Johnie
Bennett, moderator of Silver Hill Presbyterian Church, lead the
Fall Faith & Fellowship
morning prayer.
Edith Batson and LaVera Parato
The East Community Fall Faith and Fellowship was
All of our hearts were warmed by the powerful, spirit-filled, liturgical
held at Kirkwood Camp and Retreat Center this year. The event
dance of the Mount Pelier Praise Dancers. These gifted young
was changed this year from a primarily worship-oriented event to
ladies are truly using their talents to praise God. See their Liturgia family-friendly fun day of activities. There was a Friday night
cal Dance on YouTube
jam session around the campfire, and people had the opportunity to tent camp or sleep in cabins.
Keynote by Rev. Dr. J Herbert Nelson
Saturday activities included a day camp from Pre-K and
Elder Naomi Newton of Silver Hill Presbyterian Church had the
lower elementary children, a corn-hole tournament, letter writing
honor of introducing our guest speaker, Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson,
mission project, prayer flag project, zip line over the lake, Swing
II, Director of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Office of Public
by Choice, and canoeing. The cornhole tournament was won by
Witness (OPW) in Washington, DC. Dr. Nelson travels extensively
the Jaybirds of Shallotte Pres. The biggest hit was the “Jesus
nationally and internationally on behalf of the PC (U.S.A.)
Express” train, made and engineered by David Phipps of Sneads
th
“speaking truth to power with love”, but on Saturday, August 9 , he
Ferry Pres. It’s amazing what you can do with a lawn mower,
reaffirmed that, “Nothing could be finer than to be in Carolina”, and
yard carts, trash can, wood, and paint! The train carried people
we were truly blessed to have him with us.
of all ages around the camp. A hamburger/hotdog lunch was
served.
Dr. Nelson reminded us using Paul’s
Worship in the vesper dell down by the lake began at
words to the Romans, “Do not be con2pm and included communion. The worship service was led by
formed to this world, but be transformed
Rev. Doug Cushing, pastor of The Bridge, our newest church
development in Leland, Rev. Wes Hunter, Minister of Connecby the renewing our your
tions and Music at The Bridge, and Rev. LaVera Parato, interim
minds…” (Rom. 12:2) He asserted that
pastor at Burgaw Pres. Rev. Cushing preached on “The Shelter,
we must be “…grounded in educaNurture, and Spiritual Fellowship of the Children of God,” emtion…”. He spoke of the many issues of
phasizing that we help carry people to Jesus and other people
the day, including immigration control,
help carry us to Jesus, using the story of the four friends who
gun control, voter apathy, and many
brought the paralytic man to Jesus.
more. Drawing our attention to Romans
It was a HOT, sunny day, but a great day to fellowship
12:11, “Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
and worship with other Christians, enjoy God’s beautiful world,
spirit, serve the Lord.”, Dr. Nelson implored us to, “Get engaged and declare that faith has something to
say!” It is safe to say that every heart was touched by Dr. Nelson’s passionate message and strong words of encouragement.
After the opening plenary, we all separated into our workshops based on
our age; Pre-K-Grade 3, Grades 4-5, Grades 6-8, Grades 9-12, young
adults, and adults.
Youth preparing to enjoy their class
Following our workshops we all joined together for a wonderful
meal. The adults enjoyed a cool, fresh chicken salad on a bed of crisp
lettuce accompanied by garden fresh tomatoes and fruit. The youth
enjoyed their favorite pizza as laughter and conversations filled the
room.
With appetites
satisfied we reconvened to celebrate
the gifts of our
youth as they presented the fruits of
their workshops
including skits,
songs, and words
of youthful wisdom.

