
The new synod web-site was unfolded by Mitchell Teixeira. He 
provided demographics which showed search topics and other trends 
of users of the old web-site.  While currently in use, the new web-site 
will be more fully functional by May 1, 2014 and will allow 
commissioners to register for meetings online, upload and download 
videos, and access the resources that any current and viable website 
would display. 
 

The Rev. Byron Wade, Co-Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency Mid-
Council Commission 2 (MCC2) engaged 
the assembly in a conversation surround-
ing the future of synods. MCC2 is 
recommending “That the 221st General 
Assembly direct that the number of 
synods be reduced to no more than 

eight.” Byron shared background that gave rise to the recommendation 
and fielded commissioner’s questions.  Everyone was energized by the 
presentation and the assembly has already requested that Byron return 
during its 234th Synod Assembly to provide an update.   
 
Administration Committee Highlights: The Synod Executive reflected 
on his first 2 months and synod 
activities. He expressed amazement for 
the professional strength and 
cooperation of the current synod staff. 
Committee Actions: (1) Concurrence 
with the Finance Committee to grant 
merit increases to the Synod 
Administrator and the Financial Officer 
effective January 1, 2014.  (2) The chair 
will serve as liaison to Sarah and Cindy should direct access to the 
committee be necessary. (3) Assembly dates were confirmed for 
September 15-16 (234th).  2015 dates are pending until the proposed 
actions of the 221st General Assembly are acted upon.  (4) We will 
review the Synod's Personnel and Sexual Misconduct." Ruling Elder 
Lynn Burris, commissioner from Charlotte Presbytery serves as chair. 

The Presbytery Initiatives Committee graciously received a 
reimbursement check from the Synod Presbyterian Women totaling 
$3,258.67 for grant funds unused. (2) The committee revised wording 
of PIC application section IV-F to read, “In order to be eligible for future 
funding, by the completion of the first 
year of the award, it is necessary to 
provide the Presbytery Initiatives 
Committee with a written progress 
report sharing the joys, results, and 
lessons learned.” A report of project 
form will be included with the 
application to help recipients in 
submitting these written reports. (3) 
The PIC reaffirmed its policy of awarding grants up to $5,000.00, unless 
a case merited awarding up to $10,000.00. (4) We awarded $10,000.00 
to the Center for Evangelical Pastoral Education in Central America. 
This project was endorsed by the Presbyteries of the James and Peaks.   
(5) Recommended that the Synod at its assembly in September change 
the language in the Standing Rules and Procedures of the Synod in 
Section 7: Designated Committees, specifically under the 
responsibilities of the Finance Committee section 7.6.3.2 which shall 
read “Allocation of funds for the Presbytery Initiatives Committee shall 
be based on the Finance Committee’s judgment of availability of funds 
from appropriate endowment/designated funds consistent with other 
priorities.” If approved by the Assembly these changes shall also be 
reflected in Section 7.8 Teaching Elder Eddie Deas III, commissioner 
from Western North Carolina Presbytery serves as chair. 
 
The Grants and Awards Committee 
was delighted to make the following 
awards to desiring students.  (1) Ten 
Euler Scholarships were awarded in 
the amount of $3,800 each to 
seminary students.  (2) One Moseley 
Scholarship was awarded to Mr. 
Tremaine Allen in the amount of 
$5,200. (3) One Visionary Grant was provided to Western North 



Carolina Presbytery in support of its participation in the New 
Beginnings Program.  (4) New and Small Church Grants were awarded 
to All Souls Presbyterian Church – James Presbytery for $5,000 for roof 
repairs; Bridge Presbyterian Church – Coastal Carolina Presbytery for 
$5,000 to purchase Chairs; Calvary PC – National Capital Presbytery for 
$5,000 to purchase a stove and to renovate the kitchen and Unity PC – 
New Hope Presbytery for $5,000 for roof work and steeple repairs.  
Teaching Elder Nancy Rowland, commissioner from New Castle 
Presbytery, serves as chair. 
 
The Finance Committee received a report from RBC Wealth 
Management which describes the total investments and value effective 
December 31, 2014.  Since inception the synod has realized a return of 
7.12% vs. 14.96% for the custom index.  Other actions included 
reviewing of per capita and holding it for 2015 at .75; Review financial 

statements for Jan-Feb 2014; Review of 
2013 actual income and expenses for 
2013; Authorizing funds for trading the 
synod car not to exceed $21,000.00 and 
the reviewing of the minutes from both 
the Speer Trust Fund Committee and the 
Kate Bitting Reynolds Trust Fund 
Certification Committee. 

 
The Synod Nominating Committee report was received to elect 
persons to serve on the Committee on Representation, Synod 
Permanent Judicial Commission, Jubilee Fund, Speer Fund and 
Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center. The work of the 
assembly was done by four committees: Administration, Finance 
Grants & Awards and Presbytery Initiatives. Each commissioner serves 
on one of the committees.    Worship and Communion were held in the 
chapel on Monday night of the Assembly. Delivering the communion 
and installation message was the Rev. Ruth Mille Snyder, Executive 
Pastor of Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte NC.  Thank you for 
your service and commitment to the work of Jesus Christ through the 
body of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. 

 

Highlights of the 233rd Stated Meeting of the 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 

Ginter Park Presbyterian Church 
March 17-18, 2014 

 
It was with great joy that Commissioners gathered to worship and 

celebrate communion, to install the 
executive/stated clerk and to transact 
the business of God’s Church.  Neither 
rain, sleet, nor snow would deter 
commissioners from New Castle, 
Baltimore, National Capital, Atlantic 
Korean American Presbytery, 
Shenandoah, Abingdon, James, Peaks, 
Eastern Virginia, New Hope, Salem, 

Coastal Carolina, Western NC and Charlotte Presbyteries from 
gathering at Ginter Park Presbyterian Church. The warmth of hot 
coffee, refreshments, fellowship and love greeted every commissioner 
and contributed greatly to the success of the meeting.   
 

Ruling Elder Bill Parish from Abingdon 
Presbytery efficiently and effectively 
presided over the affairs as moderator.  
He was assisted by vice-moderator, 
Teaching Elder Laura Lupton from 
Coastal Carolina Presbytery.  Laura was 
charged with planning the worship 
service which included communion and 

the installation of Warren Lesane, Jr., as Synod Executive and Stated 
Clerk.   
 
Since engaging with the synod January 1, 2014, Warren has worked 
proactively in three focused areas: (1) Developing and strengthening 
relationships by maintaining healthy communication; (2) Completing 
commitments and projects from the previous administration; (3) 
Emphasizing synod’s role as a resource aimed at empowering 
presbyteries to resource its congregations to the best of their abilities.  


