A Biographical Sketch 
of 
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry

Jerrod (pronounced “Jer-odd") has served as the pastor of Community of Grace PC(USA) in Sandy, Utah for 8 exciting and glorious years. He was first ordained in 2006 as a tentmaker in the Presbytery of New Hope. As a tentmaker he served as pastor to St. Paul PC in Louisburg, NC and Associate for Specialized Ministries for the Presbytery of New Hope. Jerrod is a proud graduate of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary (formerly a constituent seminary of the Interdenominational Theological Center of Atlanta, GA) and currently serves on the Board of Trustees. 
While in Utah Jerrod has served on the Riverton Domestic Violence Coalition and the governor’s Interfaith Child Abuse Prevention Roundtable. He is also a founding member of Utahns for Religious Scholarship, an organization that seeks to bring academics and theologians to Utah. 
For the Presbytery of Utah he has served on the Committee for Preparation for Ministry, Presbytery Council, and teaches a class on preaching and worship to Commissioned Ruling Elders. Jerrod served on the planning team of the Western National Leadership Training Conference for the Synod of The Rocky Mountains. Jerrod has served on several PC(USA) committees and is currently a member of the 2020 Vision Team. 
Jerrod loves football, has developed a tolerance for running, and enjoys “playing at golfing”. Regrettably he is a life-long fan of all professional Cleveland sports teams. Above all Jerrod is passionate about “equipping saints for the work of ministry” and has enjoyed studying St. Ignatius’ Examen as a prayer practice and tool for discernment. Jerrod loves to explore, is willing to try, and is not afraid to fail at any attempt to share the good news of the Gospel. 
Jerrod is married to his college sweetheart, Molly (a Carolina girl). Together they have three kids - Kerryn (15), Kaleb (12), Kendle (9). For eight years they have been his support as they explored life in the Mountain West. It has been a wonderful experience but they are happy to be returning home. 
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry, Pastor
Community of Grace PC(USA)
"Building Community with Love, Compassion, and Justice"



A Growing Statement of Faith  
By  
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry   
I believe in the Triune God - Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. I believe the Trinity is holy and mysterious because of the limitations and finite capacity of human understanding. As such, our language for expressing the fullness of God is incomplete. In this holy Trinity, three are one – distinct but united. I celebrate that the Trinity reveals a divine and hallowed relationship. I believe the relationship of the Triune Godhead symbolizes the importance of relationship between humanity and the divine, as well as, the necessity to strive for human unity. 
I believe that the Creator, God, is a divine parent biblically expressed as both Abba, father, and nurturing, birthing mother. These are images that enable us to express the intimate relationships we know with God, while still being open to the possibilities we have yet discovered. 
I believe in Jesus as the Christ, Messiah, Redeemer. I believe the Incarnation, the Divine putting on flesh and dwelling among us, to be the ultimate sign of love expressed in this defining activity of compassion. And I believe Christ's crucifixion, although proven innocent, to be the fullest expression of human depravity. Nevertheless, God's willingness and ability to resurrect the one humanity killed shows that evil intent cannot thwart the Divine desire to redeem and unite all of creation with our Creator. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit -the Sustainer, the Inner Compass - that beckons us to acknowledge a divine presence, guides us into relationship with the Creator and all creation and allows us to discern the Divine will for our role in the Kingdom that is and is not yet. 
I believe in the authority of scripture that by it all we know of the Triune God is made known. 
I believe the sacraments, Baptism and Communion, are signs for believers that remind us of God’s grace. These same sacraments serve as seals, authoritative identifiers and authenticators, that God’s saving grace claims, renews, transforms, and cleanses us without our prompting. Sacraments remind us that salvation is God’s initiative – working on us and within us. The sacraments point to this activity that takes place within and beyond ourselves. 
I believe the Church to be the imperfect gathering of imperfect disciples seeking to know and respond to the perfecting grace of the Triune God. Grateful for the gift of God’s grace, the church responds with acts of outward focused mission, internal congregational service, condemnation of injustices, worship, and prayer.  
I believe faith to be dynamic, ever unfolding, as God reveals God-self. Therefore this statement continues to grow and evolve – never reaching completion or full understanding – as God makes Godself known. 
 


Faith Journey
of  
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry   
 I can still hear the voices of congregations singing,  “I love to tell the story, twill be my theme in glory, to tell the old, old, story of Jesus and his love”. This hymn is one of my favorites. As I reflect on my experiences, it becomes clear to me that so many singing with me in those congregations were also part of that “old old story” being lived anew in my life through our interactions. They were the hands and feet of Christ embodying Jesus’ love towards me.  
 Like most born to parents active in the Presbyterian Church, I was baptized as an infant. Commitments were made before God about how the faith community would care and nurture me. These commitments were honored by those in the church who held me in their arms as my father preached and my mother sang in the choir. These commitments were honored by those who taught me Bible stories and let me color scenes without chastising me for coloring outside the lines. These commitments were honored by those who listened as I mumbled through my Easter speech, forgot what the “S” in Easter was supposed to mean, and still applauded wildly as if I were a poet laureate that had just read a prize winning poem of my own creation. They are part of an “old old story” about Jesus and his love.  
 My faith journey includes Ms. Capers, who handed out white gloves to teenagers and taught us how to usher. My faith journey includes the “church mothers” from Wallingford PC in Charleston, SC who would boldly proclaim - regardless of my vehement objection - that I was going to be a preacher just like my father. My faith journey includes leadership from Montreat summer youth conferences that invited me to be on a leadership team for those attending the youth conference with an interest in ministry long before I had similar interests. My faith journey includes college years participating in a charismatic fellowship group at Winthrop University and an encounter with the dean of Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, who offered a seminary scholarship two years before I graduated undergrad. My faith journey includes a congregation in Louisburg, NC that loved me even though my sermons were too long and lacked substance. These saints are part of an “old old story” about Jesus and his love.  
 My faith journey includes one-on-one conversations with seminary professors that allowed me to safely question my faith. My faith journey includes an elder in the Louisburg congregation, James Manley, and a Sunday school teacher at Community of Grace. Both mentored me over meals and lengthy conversations about Biblical passages that inspired and challenged us. Together we read, discussed, and even debated. I read with them the works of Thomas Merton and C. S. Lewis. They read with me the work of James Cone, Howard Thurman, Margaret Silf. I am thankful to God for the many ways they embodied Jesus’s love.  
 Additionally I am thankful for ecumenical and interfaith colleagues in ministry. In conversations with them I learned how to express my faith to those who are as passionate about their faith as I am about mine. I am thankful to community advocacy leaders. Many of these leaders did not personally want anything to do with the church but allowed me to speak about Jesus’ love as the catalyst for my desire to partner in the work of seeking justice. The story of who I am and my understanding of God’s call is incomplete without talking about all these great saints and persons unaware that they were serving as angels to me. I love to tell the story of Jesus and his love.  


Response to Constitutional Questions
by
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry  
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  
 I do trust in Jesus Christ as my Lord and savior. I trust that Christ is Lord of all. Most important I trust that I can commit my life to Christ. So great is my trust in Christ’s present and steadfast love for me that I willingly place into his hands all that I am, all that I have, all that I hope to be.  
 I trust that it is by the power of the Holy Spirit that I may discern and follow Christ. At times this trust has led me down known and well worn paths. This same trust has led me into wild and wondrous calls in unimaginable wilderness lands. Yet my trust in Christ as savior and the move of the Holy Spirit has led me to places where I have experienced God revealed. In response I find myself running with good news of encouragement that God is present and can be found among us.  
 Our trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is the central declaration of those who believe themselves claimed and adopted into the kin-dom of God. It does not mean that we know all. Trust means that we are willing to commit ourselves to a way that continues to grow and evolve as God reveals God’s self to us through the ministry of Christ and the move of the Holy Spirit. If we trust Jesus Christ to be our savior and the head of the church then we may walk boldly into the unknown. This trust should lead us to embrace the different and unproven, while together we pray, “have thine own way Lord". 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s word and Spirit? 
 I am certain that it was intentional that the question about polity, discipline, and collegiality comes only after one is willing to affirm the previous vows.  It seems right that before one “pledges allegiance” to institutional structure, we place this structure in proper order.  It is important that we first place our trust in Christ as “Lord of all and Head of the Church”, acknowledge that scripture is the “authoritative witness” to the life and ministry of Christ, and affirm that the confessions (and essential tenets expressed in the confessions) derive from our understanding of the scriptures. After the first four vows, we can now affirm that we will be guided by a governing structure that reflects essential tenets from the confessions as understood in the scriptures and ultimately places authority in Christ.  
 My vow to be governed by church polity is not about blind allegiance to denomination. I am vowing to submit myself to a governing structure that is itself subject to the authority of Christ, guided by the study of those in scriptural text who struggled to be faithful, and informed by the declarations offered during times of “status confessionis”. It is the polity based on these that I promised to be governed by and uphold. Additionally I vow that such polity encourages and demands I be encouraged by colleagues to pattern our lives in obedience to God. Discipline is how the faith community honors baptismal vows and stresses the importance of Christian formation as faithful disciples. Discipline is an expression of love and mutual accountability. Therefore I will be governed by our church’s polity, abide by its discipline, and be a friend among colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s word and Spirit. 

