
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina  
115th Stated Meeting Agenda 

March 2, 2019 
 
 
8:30 Registration 
9:30 Call to Order and Opening Prayer       Moderator, Trinidad Martinez, CRE  
9:32 Declaration of Quorum            Rev. Jerrod Lowry, Stated Clerk  
9:33 Welcome from Host Pastor                          Rev. Rob Martin  
9:35 Appointment of Standing Committees          Rev. Jerrod Lowry, Stated Clerk  

o Attendance 
o Bills and Overtures 
o Temporary Clerks 
o Thanks Committee 

9:40 Adoption of Agenda [3, 30]         Moderator Trinidad Martinez, CRE 

9:43 Clerk’s Report [5-10, 31-35]            Rev. Jerrod Lowry, Stated Clerk 

o First Time Attendees 
o Corresponding Members 
o Call for New Business 

10:00 Worship with Communion and Installation             Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Guest Preacher 
11:30 Break  
11:45 Clerk’s Report continued [5-10, 31-35]         Rev. Jerrod Lowry, Stated Clerk 

o Greetings from Jim Kirk, PDA      

12:05 Mission Cabinet Report [11-12, 36]                Rev. Pat Rabun, Chair 

o Sexual Misconduct Response and Prevention Policy [11] 
o Finance and Property [12, 36]            Elder Gayle Boykin, Treasurer 

12:25 Central Community Report [13]      Rev. Bobby Newman, Chair 
12:30   Directions for Lunch and Blessing                        Rev. Rob Martin 
1:20     Gathering Music 
1:30     COM Report [14-17, 37-40]             Elder Jay Bender, Chair 

o Examination of Candidate for Ordination [38-40] 
o Recognition Honorably Retired Ministers [16] 

2:05     West Community Report [18]             Rev. Jason Hammersley, Chair 
2:10     Committee for Nominations [19, 41]            Michael Fox, CRE, Chair 
2:15     Bills and Overtures [20-22]           Rev. Charles Elliott, Chair 
2:45     East Community Report [23]                 Rev. Bill Young, Chair 
2:50     New Business and Other Reports [24-29, 42]         Rev. Jerrod Lowry, Stated Clerk  
2:55     Thanks              Thanks Committee 
3:00     Adjournment and Closing Prayer                                        Moderator Trinidad Martinez, CRE  
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Presbytery of Coastal Carolina  
Stated Clerk’s Report  
Supplemental Packet 

March 2, 2019 
 

● Correspondence Received  
o Presbytery staff has been in communication with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

regarding an extension of their Church Disaster Assistance Grants following last 
year’s hurricanes.  
 

● Minutes from the following meetings were approved 
o Mission Cabinet meeting of August 30, 2018 
o Presbytery meeting of October 20, 2018 

 

Update on Dismissal Requests– Grove Presbyterian in Dunn and Antioch Presbyterian in 
Jacksonville are making progress to complete the agreed Terms of Dismissal. Deadlines for both 
are April 19th. I move that Grove Presbyterian in Dunn and Antioch Presbyterian in Jacksonville 
be granted a 30 day extension to complete Terms of Dismissal.   

 
Dismissed Discerning Future 
Cypress (EPC)  Antioch – Jacksonville 
Galatia (EPC) Priest Hill 
 Stanford 
 Grove – Dunn  

 
 
Nominating Committee – The moderator and I place into nomination the following names 
to serve on the Nominating Committee for the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina. I move that 
Kathryn Dudley serve on the class of 2020 and John Camping serve on the class of 2021.  
 
Presbytery rolls – Each year I am required to report the roll of minister-members of the 
presbytery. The current list is attached below. Please alert me to any errors you find on the list.  
 
Elder Necrology – Attached below is a list of those elders (ruling and teaching) whose death 
was reported to my office as part of the annual statistical reporting. They will be recognized as 
part of the worship service today.  

Board of Pensions Regional Meetings – Please see the handouts regarding dates and 
locations. Our Board Regional Representative, Elizabeth Little, will be in attendance at our 
October presbytery meeting to share information about the Board of Pensions.  
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Partnership with the Presbytery of Tabasco – In hopes that we can maintain a 
working relationship with the Presbytery of Tabasco it is imperative that we have a committee to 
communicate between jurisdictions and organize mutual mission projects. Interested persons 
should contact Michael Fox, chair of the Nominations Committee.  

 
 
Past and Present Moderators of Presbytery 

Date   Name Elder R/E Community 
2005  Doris Dees RE AA Central 
2006  Sandy Williams TE C West 
2007  John Monroe, Jr RE C East 
2008  Chris Bobo TE C West 
2009  Meredith Hudson RE C West 
2010  Mamie Hooker TE AA West 
2011  Rick Martindale TE C West 
2012  Jay Bender RE C East 
2013  Hannah Vaughan TE C East 
2014  Marye Jeffries RE AA Central 
2015  Josh Bower TE C Central 
2016  Sue Lowery RE C East 
2017  John Bryan TE C Central 
2018  LaVera Parato TE C East 
2019  Trinidad Martinez RE H Central  
      

RE = Ruling Elder; TE = Teaching Elder; AA = African American; C = Caucasian; H = 
Hispanic 
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Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
March, 2019 

 
 
 

2018 Ruling Elder Necrology – Additional Names 
 
CENTRAL: Eunice Jones 
HAYMOUNT: Luke Salley 
MACPHERSON: Carol Faircloth, Charles 

Morris, Beatrice Matthews 
MCCLURE MEMORIAL: Sheryl Hoffman 
RED SPRINGS: William D. Currie, Sarah 

Baldwin Price, Franklin M. McDonald 
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Candidates and Inquirers 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 

 
Candidates for Ordination 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

My name is Chris Taylor and I am a third year (last semester!) student 
at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. I grew up in Whispering Pines, 
NC and am under care of Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church. I 
am particularly interested in the awe and wonder of encountering God 
in the midst of Creation, as well as the ways in which the church is 
called to both care for Creation and respond to the environmental 
crisis. A special thanks to Coastal Carolina Presbytery for walking 
alongside of all inquirers and candidates in their seminary journeys! 

My name is "T" Worrell and I am in my fifth and final year of 
seminary.  I have been a candidate under care of this 
presbytery since last March.  This term at seminary (Union 
Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte) I am taking supervised 
ministry for which I am participating in an internship at 
Shallotte Presbyterian Church.  The pastor there, Rev. John 
Causey, has been a great mentor and example.  I am a 
member of St. Andrews-Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Wilmington. 

 

I am Elizabeth Hipp.  I am in my final semester of seminary 
at University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in Iowa. I am 
serving The Community Church of Vero Beach as their 
Ministry Associate of Emerging Generations. I have passed 
4 of the ordination exams and will take the last one, 
Exegesis exam, at the end of April. Thank you so much for 
all of your prayers, encouragement, and support. My CPM 
has been such a blessing to me along this journey. I am truly 
appreciative for their guidance and companionship.  I am a 
member of First Presbyterian Church in Wilmington. 
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Inquirers 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Thomas Miller was raised in the faith at his home church of 
Bethesda Presbyterian in Aberdeen, NC. He is pursuing his 
Master of Divinity and a Master of Arts in Practical Theology at 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA. Thomas is 
currently serving as the Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries at Westminster Presbyterian in Snellville, GA. 
Thomas has witnessed the amazing ways that God has shown 
him love and grace, and is happy to serve Jesus for the rest of 
his life. All glory to God! 

Rachel Cheney is the Director of Youth Ministry at 
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church in Southern 
Pines, NC. She loves working with students and 
children and hopes to be ordained in the PCUSA so 
that she can further her ministry. She graduated from 
Princeton Seminary in 2017 with a Master's in 
Theology. Rachel and her husband enjoy sports and 
all outdoor activities. In her free time she likes to bake 
vegan desserts and play ukulele.  

Abby Modlin is a 2017 graduate of Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. and is 
currently living in Hawaii.  She will participate in 
Clinical Pastoral Education during 2019.  Her 
home church is Community Presbyterian 
Church in Pinehurst. 
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The Presbytery of Coastal Carolina Inc. 

Budget and Finance Committee Report to Presbytery 

March 2, 2019 
 
 
 
At its meeting on February 19, 2019, the Finance and Property Committee approved the 
following request and is presenting it to Presbytery for action: 
 
Motion: 
 Approve a request from Monroe Camp and Retreat Center to borrow $50,000 

from the Revolving Loan Fund.  $37,000 will be used to remove and re-pave the 
existing drive from the state highway to Hafer Hall.  The remaining funds will be 
used to purchase and install HVAC units in several cabins and the Unit Lodge, 
allowing year-round usage.  Terms are 5 years at 0 percent interest. 
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Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
Commission on Ministry 

3-2-19 
Supplemental Packet 

 
Action Item: 
 
1. Examination of Candidate 
 That Candidate, Delphia “Nicole” Newton, under the care of The Charlotte Presbytery be 
 admitted to the floor for examination for ordination.  

(Faith and Bio Statements following) 
 
 
 
 
 

Corrections/additions to COM report: 
New Members of Presbytery: 

1. Rev. Jane Love from Transylvania Presbytery as Interim at Culdee through December, 
2019 

Commission Correction: 
1. The commission to commission Ms. Vivian Millar as Commissioned Ruling Elder to Red    
     Springs Presbyterian Church should have included Rev. Sue Hudson, Teaching Elder 

Renewals: 
1. Rev. Roger Horne, Stated Supply, and Cape Fear Lillington was renewed through 

December 2019. 
2. Tom Brown, Commissioned Ruling Elder, and Bunnlevel through December. 2019 
3. Rev. David Priddy, Temporary Supply, and Raven Rock and Leaflet through December, 

2019 
4. Ronnie Holmes, Commissioned Ruling Elder, and Manly through December, 2019 
5. Rev. Fred Goins, Temporary Supply, and Ingram Branch 
6. Rev. Ruby Lennon, Temporary Supply, and Westminster Laurinburg through 2019 
7. Michael Baker, Temporary Supply, and Philippi through December 2019 

 
Other: 

1. Approved waiver of rotation of elders at Blandonia for 1 year 
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Personal Faith Statement Nicole Newton 
  
 
 I believe in the mystery of a triune God—the Voice, the Word, and the Listener; Creator, 

Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

 I believe in God, architect and artisan of all creation. Having been created in God’s 

image, humanity is intertwined with all creation, a patchwork that gives us a glimpse of God’s 

glory and wonder. As stewards of creation, we are called to care for the earth and all her 
inhabitants with joy and tenderness. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who, out of great love, took on flesh to walk 

among us as the fully human and fully divine incarnation of God. In word and deed, Christ’s life 

proclaimed God’s call to justice, reconciliation, and compassion for all people. Crucified by the 

world’s powers, Christ was then resurrected through God’s grace, overthrowing even death for 

our redemption. Through Christ’s living, suffering, dying, and rising, we belong to God. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer who dances among us, the moving, 
breathing presence of God. Through the Spirit we come to know wisdom, grace, comfort, and 

renewal. The Spirit inspires our worship, reveals God’s word in Scripture. Through baptism and 

communion, the Spirit gathers us into one community out of time, remembering the body of 

Christ in the world through these outward signs of God’s inward grace. 

 I believe the Bible is the Word of God, the “rule of faith and life.” Given by God, 

inspired by the Spirit, when the Word is read and proclaimed “Jesus Christ the Living Word is 

present by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit.” Because of this great and mysterious gift, the 

Word is central to both our individual and corporate lives and worship. 
 I believe in the church universal, the active body of Christ in the world. Comprised of 
many with diverse gifts and convictions, the church is called to unity and reconciliation, serving 
humankind with love and compassion, seeking justice for the oppressed, release for the captives, 
and inclusion for all. Through such bold and prophetic witness, we proclaim to the world the 
hope of the resurrection and live into becoming the beloved community we are called to be. 
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Biography – Nicole Newton 
I was born in Gainesville, FL, the last of seven children in a blended family. I spent the 

first three years of my life living in Florida with my mother, two older brothers, and paternal 
grandmother while my father traveled for work around the country. At three years old, my family 
moved to North Carolina to be closer to the office that my father was based out of. My mother 
stayed home to care for us and to care for my grandmother until her death in 1986. Having my 
grandmother there in her later years was formative for me in more ways than I can name. Over 
the rest of my childhood and young adult years, we took care of many family members, friends, 
and loved ones as they experienced serious illness and death. By the time I was 21, I had sat with 
and cared for every grandparent, several aunts and uncles, a cousin, a teacher, and my best friend 
at the end of their life. Though I could not articulate it at the time, my call to ministry and my 
understanding of the Holy came directly out of those experiences.  

As a first generation high school graduate, I left home to go to college being very unsure 
of what would happen next. I worked my way through an English degree from UNC-Charlotte, 
taking a job immediately after graduation as a high school English teacher. It was there that I 
grew closer to Michelle, a friend from church and a fellow teacher. Not long after we started 
teaching together, Michelle was diagnosed with breast cancer. I had the honor of journeying with 
her for three years of her illness. Not long before her death, she called and asked me to come and 
pray with her before an unexpected surgery. This would be where I finally began to discern a call 
to ministry.  

On that long drive to Durham, I suddenly felt as if I had been holding my breath my 
whole life in a restless search for where I belonged, and now I could exhale. I spent the next 
three months journeying each week to sit and pray with my sweet friend. We sang and prayed 
through two months in multiple hospitals, and rejoiced through tears as the ambulance finally 
brought her home to hospice care. On our last visit, before she slipped into unconsciousness, she 
turned the tables on me. She asked me how my heart was (my favorite question to her) and what 
my plans were for the future. When I told her I felt called into the ministry, possibly even as a 
hospice chaplain, she smiled and answered, “Don’t you know that you already are?” I sent off 
my application for seminary the week after her funeral. 

Seminary was extremely formative for me, offering me the chance to deconstruct my 
theological Jenga tower and examine each brick one by one. While not a fun exercise, it was an 
incredibly useful one. It let me explore the incongruities in my personal theology and the 
theological landscape in which I had been raised. This prompted me to make the move from the 
UMC to the PC(USA). I took a position at Myers Park Presbyterian during a season of transition 
for them, which allowed me to the opportunity to walk with them as they struggled together to 
decide about how their facilities would be used when it came to same gender loving marriages. 
They spent an entire year teaching and learning together, sharing meals, sharing stories, and 
hearing each person’s reservations and concerns before prayerfully voting on the issue. The way 
they handled themselves both before and after the final vote was one of the most loving acts of 
true community that I’ve ever witnessed.  

Each of these experiences has left me knowing in my bones that when people show up for 
one another, when they are willing to be vulnerable, when they work for the good of the 
community together, God shows up. My gifts and experiences make me uniquely called to live 
into that ministry of presence and vulnerability both inside and outside the walls of the church. I 
feel deeply called to create space for others to experience the holy, even (perhaps especially) in 
the midst of trauma, transition and loss. 
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6. Will you in our own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and

work for the reconciliation of the world? 

I will, in my own life, seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love my neighbors, and 
work for the reconciliation of the world. The most difficult part of this vow for me 
currently is the “love my neighbors” part. In the radically divided culture that we find 
ourselves in in this current moment, loving our neighbors is much more difficult than 
most of us would like to admit--not because we are hateful people--but because truly 
loving them means coming out from behind the false walls of dogma, politics, and 
socioeconomics and seeing each and every individual as a beloved child of God worthy 
of grace, mercy, and care. More times than not, being able to do the hard work of loving 
others also means doing the hard work of learning to love ourselves, with all our faults 
and failings, and being willing to admit our own wrongdoing. All of this requires a depth 
of vulnerability and grace that is hard to cultivate and sustain for ourselves, let alone for 
others with whom we disagree. It is the challenge of being human, the call of being a 
person of faith, and an imperative of the gospel; we must love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  

9. Will you be a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and
Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for people? Will you be active in the government 
and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will you try to 
show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?   

As the Associate Pastor for Children and Youth at First Presbyterian, Wilmington, 
I will be a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament to 
children, youth, and their families through faithful preaching, proclaiming God’s 
abundant grace through serving at the Lord’s Table, and welcoming children of God (of 
all ages) into the beloved community through the sacrament of baptism. I will be faithful 
in teaching through the construction and delivery of sound educational programming for 
children and youth that explore God’s great love for us as revealed in the Holy Scripture 
and lived out in the person of Jesus Christ. I will be faithful in caring for the congregation 
as a whole, walking with congregants and the larger community in joy and in sorrow, 
trusting the Spirit to guide my steps in every way. I will be active in the larger work of the 
church, serving faithfully wherever I am called. In all of this, I will seek to be grounded in 
the love and justice of Jesus Christ, offering care and correction, community and 
accountability to all with whom I serve. 

Newton Ordination Questions
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Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
Committee on Nominations 

Supplemental Report 3-2-2019 
 

Peacemaking Committee: 
 Mary Murchison 
 
COM West: 
 Phyllis Chalmers, Class of 2020 (not 2021) 
 
CAAM: 
  Class of 2020: 
 Charles Love  
  Class of 2021 
 Shelby Lesane 
 Willie Mae Mitchell 
 Katif Peay 
 Keisha Turner-Peay 
.  
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Half Day Men’s Retreat  

– West & Central Communities 
Saturday, March 30, 2019 ~ 10AM to 2:30PM 
Hosted by the Men of Brownson MPC  

 

“In God’s Image” 

An Invitation to Make a Difference as 21st-Century Presbyterian Men 

Join author Derek Maul for a retreat designed to inspire, to build community, and to encourage men of 
all ages to live as more deliberate disciples. “Regardless of church size,” Maul writes, “when men meet 
together for prayer and Bible-study there will be growth. Authentic life by definition replicates itself. 
When men encourage one another in faith we are stronger, our families are stronger, our witness is 
stronger, our church is stronger.” 

10:00 – Welcome, Introductions and Greetings 
10:15 - Worship  
10:30 - #1 “Why Men’s Ministry Matters” with break-out conversation groups 
11:30 - #2 “The Four-D’s of Discipleship.” 
12:15 – Lunch (with discussion assignment) 
1:00  -- #3 “Making this Work in my Church” with break out groups. 
1:45  – #4 Conclusion: “An Invitation to Make a Difference.” 
2:30 - Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord 

  

A practiced and passionate advocate for men, Derek Maul has authored 8 books and accepted speaking 
invitations from coast to coast. What really floats his boat is seeing men grow in faith at his home church 
in Wake Forest, where close to 20% of the men are involved in weekly men’s ministry initiatives. 

Half Day Men’s Retreat 

“In God’s Image” - An Invitation to Make a Difference as 21st-Century 
Presbyterian Men - Saturday, March 30 - All Men of the Presbytery are 
invited to a Half Day Men’s Retreat, featuring Mr. Derek Maul.  
The retreat will be at Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church, (330 S. 
May St., Southern Pines, NC 28387).  Gathering refreshments and sign-
in time is 9:30 to 10AM, The event starts at 10AM, ends at 2:30. 
Lunch will be provided for all who pre-register, the cost is only $5 for 
lunch, payable at the door.  Please register online at www.presbycc.org 
or https://goo.gl/forms/AJR23JncrclhyWMj2  
Pre-register by Monday, March 25 at Noon. 

Page 42 of 42

http://www.presbycc.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/AJR23JncrclhyWMj2

	Revised agenda
	Stated Clerks Report updated 2.19.19
	Necrology, 2018
	Presbytery of Coastal Carolina
	March, 2019
	2018 Ruling Elder Necrology – Additional Names

	Candidates and Inquirers
	Mar 2 2019 FP Supplemental Report to Presbytery
	The Presbytery of Coastal Carolina Inc.
	Budget and Finance Committee Report to Presbytery
	March 2, 2019

	COM cand examination
	Newton Ordination Questions
	Nominations supp packet
	Mens Retreat Flyer v 2



