
Statement of Faith – T. Wes Moore

I believe that God creates every one of us in God’s image and calls creation “very good.”  God is Sovereign over everything in the universe from the smallest atom to the largest whale and everything in between.  We have been made to be stewards of the Earth and mindful of what God had made.  However, humanity rebelled against God and, yet, God showed mercy to our first parents in the garden and gave them clothes to wear.  Despite humanity's shortcomings, God called our forebears, Abraham and Sarah, and promised them a multitude of descendants.  God sent the prophets to declare to the world that God desired to renew God’s covenant with them.  Even now, we continue to fall short by abusing the Earth’s resources, harming each other, and acting as if we are truly sovereign.  
Despite our arrogance, God sent us Jesus Christ, who was truly human and truly God to be an example for us and to bring us into a right relationship with God the Creator.  Jesus ministered to the last and least, surrounded himself with people who were on the margins, taught us to love God, neighbor, and ourselves, and spoke truth to power.  Ultimately, he was put to death, but was resurrected.  Through his death and resurrection, he broke the power of sin and death and we await his coming again.  
As Christ promised, the Holy Spirit has become our advocate and comforter who moves through us and in us and binds us.  The Holy Spirit is the holy breath that God breathed on creation and peace that Jesus breathed on the frightened disciples in the upstairs room following his resurrection.  It is the Spirit who guides us in our lives as we who are called to be the Church.  
When we gather together as members of Christ’s body around the font, table, or pulpit, we encounter God’s grace as we are reminded and bear witness to God’s marvelous and wonderful love that has no end.  It is in the Word and Sacraments that direct our attention to this amazing love-past, present, and future-and we as believers, by the power of the Holy Spirit, are to make known that same radical love throughout all the world.  
God is still active in creation today.  While we do fall short continuously, we know that our Savior sympathizes with our weaknesses as he was tempted, too.  While we may never live perfect lives, we as the Church have Christ as our example and we, through the power of the Holy Spirit, are to live as Christ taught us to live and bring a glimpse of God’s reign on earth.  We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ and love our neighbors, care for the marginalized, be faithful stewards of creation, and be the agents of love and grace the world desperately needs.  


T. Wes Moore Faith Journey

	I am the youngest of five boys and was born to two loving parents:  Tom Moore and the late Lanena Moore.  My parents were and are people of a deep faith.  My earliest memories are centered around going to church, praying before a meal, and singing together from the hymnal in the pew.  My parents knew the Savior and they made sure I knew him, too.  While I was raised a Southern Baptist in Tennessee, I discovered the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 2001 in our small town of Columbia, Tennessee.  After several visits, I told my parents that once I turned 18, I would become a Presbyterian because I was drawn to the worship practices of the PCUSA and that women were also eligible to be in ordered ministry.  So, in 2004, during my first semester at Tennessee Technological University in Cookeville, Tennessee, the Spirit led me to First Presbyterian in Cookeville, where I was an active member the five years I was in college.  The church nurtured me as a young student who was becoming an adult.  The congregation was there during the joyful moments of the numerous concerts and recitals I was involved in as a music major and also the sorrowful time of my mother’s death.  

	It was in college that I saw the beauty of the Great Cloud of Witnesses when going through times of happiness and sadness.  My home congregation continued to walk with me and showed me that in all circumstances, the Lord was and is right there beside me.  This relationship with First Presbyterian Cookeville continued after I graduated from Tennessee Tech to my moving to Dallas, Texas to pursue a Master of Sacred Music at the Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University.  It continued through my time as a Director of Music Ministries in Shreveport, Louisiana to my discerning of the Spirit’s call to ordered ministry as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  

	In 2015, after being approved by the Middle Tennessee Presbytery to become an Inquirer, I moved from Shreveport to Richmond, Virginia to continue the living out and exploring my call as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament.  Shortly after starting at Union Presbyterian Seminary, I met the love of my life, the Rev. Lauren Voyles.  We will be married on March 16, 2019. 

	During my time at Union in Richmond, I have been blessed with ministry opportunities, including my time in Clinical Pastoral Education in a hospital setting, a parish internship, and most recently, as a post-graduate intern where I provided pastoral care and preached on a weekly basis.  The different aspects of ministry experiences throughout the three and a half years in Richmond have been challenging and meaningful.  

	Now, I am honored and humbled to have been led to Pollocksville Presbyterian Church.  The call process has been a journey full of twists and turns for me as I am sure it has been for them.  After much prayer and discernment, we believe God is bringing us together.  For all the work that has been done, is being done, and will be done, it is not because of anything we have accomplished as individuals, a congregation, or as a presbytery, it is because of our Lord who is working in and through us.  



