
Rev. Joanna Hipp 
Statement of Faith 

 
God is love. Our vocation is to live out that love as Jesus Christ did through word and deed. We 
should be a reflection of Jesus Christ through: humility, love, compassion, justice, faithfulness, 
and prayer. Christianity is founded and rests with the hope of the future to come, in relationship 
with God and Jesus Christ. Therefore, hope has to be a central notion in my everyday thought. 
This hope also resides in us all through the acts of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is with us everyday, 
allowing us to feel God’s grace among us, and we should work everyday to build God’s kingdom 
on earth by using the teachings of Jesus Christ. Through the Holy Spirit we are invited and 
enabled to move beyond our selfish acts to serve those who need it most. From this, mission 
becomes a major component of my life.  
 
I believe Jesus, fully human and fully divine, came, suffered, died on a cross, and was 
resurrected from the dead. Through Jesus, the relationship between God and humanity has been 
restored; the world is being reconciled to God. We will one day be in beatific communion with 
God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  
 
I believe that the Scriptures are given to us by the inspiration of God to be the rule of our life and 
faith. It is by the work of the Holy Spirit which illumines for us the understanding of the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures teach us the story of God’s relationship with God’s people. It is 
through the Scriptures that we learn God is love (1 John 4:7), and how God continually renews 
God’s covenant with us all. The covenant for us, as Christians, has been renewed by the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus Christ came as the Word of God made flesh to set us free from sin and to restore our 
relationship with God. It is in response to God’s love incarnate in Jesus Christ that we are called 
to serve others. Just as Jesus had a preferential option for the poor and marginalized of society, 
we, too, are sent out into the world to be a part of God’s mission. Jesus’ teaching ministry is 
what calls me to live a life of faithful service every day of my life. I want to share God’s Word 
with the people of God, and God’s love with all of God’s children. I am called to be there for my 
neighbor, to aid those who are suffering, and to listen to the voices of those long silenced. 
 
My faith is important to me, but so is being in ongoing conversation with others who believe 
differently. This is how one grows as a Christian: conversation and open dialogue. We are 
interconnected beings, and therefore should take care of one another and our world at large, in an 
ecumenical perspective: we are to be caring and compassionate beings that work for the 
betterment of the future to come.  
 
I also believe in the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist (The Lord’s Supper). Through the 
ritual of baptism, we become part of the body of Christ. We are called to take care of one another 
and support one another in Christian community, and to minister to our hurting world. Likewise, 
we take the bread and drink the cup, we are called once again into the glory of Christ. We are not 
only remembering what Christ did for us, but what Christ calls us to do. Through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, our Advocate, we are given the strength to go out into the world sharing God’s love 
with others. It is through and by all of this that we give God the glory. 



 
Biographical Statement 

 
I grew in Cameron Presbyterian Church in Cameron, North Carolina. While in high school, my 
church took a mission trip to Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. On the way to Mississippi, my 
church pastor at that time (Rev. Teri Ott) talked with me about my call to ministry. I was unsure 
at the time, but after that trip, I began to discern my service to ministry. 
 
I graduated from Union Pines High School in Carthage, NC and St. Andrews Presbyterian 
College (now St. Andrews University) in Laurinburg, NC. While a student at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian College, I had opportunities to work as youth director at two different churches, as 
camp counselor at Montreat Camp and Conference Center, and attended the Montreat College 
Conference. These opportunities furthered my understanding of my call to ministry.  
 
I earned my Master of Divinity at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. During 
seminary, I developed a life-threatening food allergy to peanuts/tree nuts. It is an airborne allergy 
that has affected every aspect of my life, including worship life. This is most evident at the 
Eucharist where the joyful feast could be a deadly feast. 
 
Through seminary and, in particular, the mentorship of Rev. Cliff Kirkpatrick, I have been led to 
work with the global ecumenical movement. I participated in the World Council of Churches in 
two occasions: as a worship steward at the Central Committee meeting Greece in 2012, and with 
the Global Ecumenical Theological Institute in South Korea in 2013. After graduating from 
seminary, I served as a junior assistant/intern at the World Communion of Reformed Churches in 
Hannover Germany for a year. While there I worked in the areas of Justice, Partnership, and 
Communication.  
 
I was ordained at my home church, Cameron Presbyterian Church, in October 2015.  I then 
served a church in Charlotte, North Carolina as associate pastor for youth, missions and 
outreach. I have also been involved in leadership roles at Montreat conferences, served as media 
relations chair of the Charlotte Clergy Coalition for Justice, and have served on various 
committees with the Presbytery of Charlotte. I have preached in many churches in North 
Carolina, including, most frequently, Statesville Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
 
Through all of these experiences, my understanding of the world has repeatedly been broken 
open to include more perspectives, more people, more ways of encountering God, and more 
energy for the work of connection. It is through all of these experiences, and continued 
discernment that I feel called to serve as associate pastor at Southport Presbyterian Church.  
 



Questions for Ord/Installation Vows-COM      Joanna Hipp 
 
 

1 

2. I accept the Scriptures of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to me. 
The Scriptures are the divinely inspired witness to the life and ministry of Jesus, who is the Word of 
God incarnate, his disciples, and the people of Israel. Interpretation of the Bible is challenging 
because of translation, time, the multiplicity of scriptural witnesses, and the diversity of lenses 
through which we read. In the midst of the challenges, the Spirit manages to still provide a witness 
of hope and grace to Christians in every time and place. 
  Scripture is authoritative because we receive and obey the word of God through the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Sola Scriptura, scripture alone, an essential tenet of the reformed faith, reminds us 
that the Scriptures are the witness without parallel to God’s faithfulness in God’s covenant with 
Israel and the fulfillment of God’s purpose in Jesus Christ. 
  The Bible is God’s Word to me in that through the interpretation of Scripture I learn of 
God’s work of reconciliation in Jesus Christ. It is in the power of the Spirit that Jesus Christ brings 
together individuals and worshipping communities, into the activity of the triune God in the world. I 
am constantly reminded of this through Psalm 139: there is nowhere I can go that God is not there, 
and I am never hidden from God’s presence.  
 
9. I will be a faithful teaching elder proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament because I 
am guided by the Holy Spirit in the love of God as I follow Jesus Christ, in whom we may know of 
God’s love and how to live in God’s world. I see my role as minister in this particular church as 
serving with energy, imagination, and love to all. For example, being active in making sure visitors 
feel welcomed, and young people are joyfully served, whether we are in a coffee shop or in the 
church building. I also see my role as proclaiming the good news through worship leadership and 
preaching: teaching faith, caring and journeying with youth and young families through all stages of 
life both at the individual and communal level. One of my goals as pastor is building relationships 
with persons of all ages from various economic, political, and social backgrounds. I will be active in 
government and discipline through work with session and deacons; I will participate in Session and 
life of the presbytery and the greater church.  

I strongly believe in my commitment to serve the greater church in response to my 
ordination vows. For the past eight years I have balanced my service to the larger church with that 
of the congregation or organization I have served. I will continue to do so with this particular 
congregation, which has recognized this aspect of my calling by allotting one week a year to serve 
the greater church. 
  Balancing the love and justice of Jesus Christ is made possible by the Holy Spirit, and it is 
given structure by the governance of the church’s polity and rules of disciple. I am reminded of 
Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been saved it is not a work of your own doing but a 
gift from God.” I believe the “love and justice of Jesus Christ” are rooted in Scripture and illumined 
by the Holy Spirit. One example of how I balance this is my work to educate Christians about issues 
of injustice in our world. This is about God’s justice in that it takes seriously the image of God in all 
people and exhorts the specific people in the room to work for justice now. It is about love because 
it attends to the image of God not only in those who are oppressed, but also in the people in the 
room who are striving to know God more fully. In my teaching, I recognize that much of how we 
think and act is based on ingrained and unconscious ideologies. These ideologies perpetuate 
injustice through structural and systemic oppression. For example, we as white people 
unconsciously participate in the oppression of people of color. With grace, respect, love and care for 
one another, we can examine these ideologies and how they shape our lives, without ever straying 
into unhelpful areas of blame or shame.   
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