Dari Rowen - Statement Of Faith: 
I believe in God, the Supreme Being,
the Great “I Am”
 
God is all-knowing,
omniscient.
God is all powerful,
omnipotent.
God is all present,
omnipresent.
 
It is by the breath of God that
every living creature came to be.
 
Jesus Christ was
the human manifestation of God.
Jesus walked among humans.
He loved them,
taught them,
and lived life as they did.
 
Jesus conquered sin and death
through his crucifixion, death and resurrection.
He lived life focused upon reconciling the world to him
through the love of God’s people,
through the reconciliation of people of all nations and backgrounds.
Jesus calls us to share his love,
to spread the words of his teachings
and to build up his church.
 
It is through the ministry of Jesus Christ
that we come to know the sacraments.
He calls us to share in his baptism. 
We baptize people into the love of God
through the example of Jesus
No matter the age: infants, children, and adults.
We are all in union with Christ through the waters of baptism.
 
Jesus calls us to sit at table with him.
Many times in the scriptures,
Jesus takes time out from his traveling ministry
to eat with people from all walks of life.
 
We remember the final meal
shared between Jesus and the disciples
calling the meal the sacrament of the Eucharist.
 
It was on that night that Jesus
Took the bread,
Blessed it,
Broke it, and
gave it to the disciples. 
“This is my body broken for you”
Take it in remembrance of me.
He then took the wine
calling the cup the blood of Christ
through which all sins will be forgiven.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit
who whooshed in as a mighty wind on the day of Pentecost
opening the eyes and the ears of those gathered
such that they might have
a fuller understanding of the message of our Lord.
 
The Spirit
holds us, guides us, and fills us 
with the passion to do God’s will in the community of faith.
 
I believe in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
The Godhead exists as one being
with three essences.
Each of the essences has specific purposes
yet, remain as one.
Our God reveals God’s self to humans
as one God equally in three parts of existence
all the while remaining one for eternity.
 
Together in one being
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
create, redeem, and sustain us throughout our lives.


Rev. Dr. Dari Victoria Rowen
Biographical Statement


A North Carolina native, I am excited to be returning to the “Old North State.”  I grew up on a tobacco farm in rural North Carolina.  I worked the farm and learned many good life skills.  I attended the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where I earned a BA in Psychology and a BS in Social Work.  I worked in mental health services and was a Certified Massage Therapist before going to seminary at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago where I earned 

While at McCormick I was the Student Session President and served on the Board of Trustees.  I was also honored to serve as a Theological Student Advisory Delegate to General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio.  I have served two terms as Alumni/ae Council President since graduation.

I was ordained in Salem Presbytery at my home congregation First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, NC before serving 2 congregations in Arkansas.  I was solo pastor of First Presbyterian Warren, Arkansas for 5 years. I served as solo pastor at First Presbyterian in Benton Arkansas first as Interim Pastor and then as Called and Installed for a total of 9 and ½ years.  

My service to Arkansas Presbytery included 9 years on the Committee on Ministry moderating the committee 3 of those years.  I served on various sub-committees and Administrative Commissions, most recently an AC to dissolve congregations (at their request).  Arkansas Presbytery has many small and declining congregations.  I was also active with the Synod of the Sun serving as a Presbytery Commissioner and on the Synod Executive Search Committee.

It is my delight to return to North Carolina as pastor of Red Springs Presbyterian Church in Red Springs.  I look forward to my ministry with the saints of RSPC and getting to know my Presbytery colleagues.  A nice bonus of serving here is being closer to family in Apex and Greensboro.



