
 
Statement of Faith 
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I believe in one God, Holy and Triune: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God is 
eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent; and God’s power creates, redeems and 
sustains all that is, was, and ever shall be. God speaks to us in time and space through a 
variety of means: Scripture, circumstance, people (prophets, apostles, pastors, etc.), and 
most uniquely through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us. 

I believe humankind was created in God’s image; but in sin (fallen state) we rebel 
against God and act according to self-interest, which leads to death rather than life. But 
God, whose nature is relationship, seeks to restore relationship with creation. 

I believe that Jesus Christ, in whom God is revealed, is the way in which God’s act 
of reconciling love was accomplished: God become flesh in Jesus to be the means by 
which sin is forgiven. By his death on the cross, Jesus Christ became full, final sacrifice 
of atonement for the sins of the world. Because we are reconciled to God in Christ, we 
are set free from the bondage to sin and death and are made alive to live a life of holiness 
and joy for the glory of God. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who is the sustainer of life, everywhere manifests the 
love and power of Christ with us and in us. The Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence 
transforms us and the church into the image of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, we are 
connected to Christ’s life and saving power. I believe that the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments are the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ, who is God 
incarnate. Scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit and is the authority for life and faith. 
We should interpret all scripture in light of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

I believe that salvation is entirely of God’s gracious work through Jesus Christ – 
and is based wholly upon God’s initiative. Because we are chosen of God, we live lives 
of thanksgiving and praise for the glory of God’s grace. I believe the church is bound 
together by Christ through Word and Sacrament. The Sacraments - water baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper – were ordained by Christ to be visible signs and seals of his grace. The 
church is a foretaste of the Kingdom of God where we work so that increasingly God’s 
will is done on earth as it is in heaven. Thus, the church exists for mission that flows from 
God. Every Christian believer is called to faithful and active participation in a local 
church. It is to be a community of love and wholeness where the grace that was reflected 
in the life of Jesus and his disciples shines forth as a light to the world. 

I believe that God’s purpose for all creation is good and wise. In the fullness of 
time, I believe that God’s love will reign supremely, and nothing in life or death will be 
able to separate us from that love. 

 
 

 



By Way of Introduction  
I am a life-long Presbyterian, and the church in which I grew 

up is a small, family-size congregation.  Like many teenagers, I 
drifted away from the church for a few years after completing 
Confirmation.  The summer between middle school and high school 
was a turning point for me spiritually; I began to take my faith 
seriously.  So, during high school I was involved in the church.  I 
sang in the choir, served on a few committees and was active with the 
youth program.   

After graduating from high school, I attended Millsaps 
College in Jackson, Mississippi.  My original plan was to major in 
economics, since the men in my family are all in business-related 
fields.  But my 8:00 a.m. economics class seemed to squelch any 
interest I had in the subject.  On the other hand, the elective class in 

religious studies proved to be of great interest to me.  I was speaking to the professor one day in her 
office, and she asked me, “Have you ever considered going into the ministry?”  In my mind, I was 
thinking, “No!” but what came out of my mouth was, “Yes.”  So, I often look to that moment as the 
point in time when I began to take the call to ministry seriously.  During my senior year of college, I 
had the opportunity to spend the fall semester as an “exchange” student at a seminary in 
Chicago.  Following that trial semester at seminary, I decided to apply to Divinity School. 

I entered Vanderbilt Divinity School the fall semester after graduating from college.  During 
my time in school, I completed two internships: one in a small Presbyterian church, and the other 
working with the Presbyterian Campus Ministry at Vanderbilt.  After three years in Nashville, I 
moved to Atlanta, GA for six months to complete a CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) program by 
working as a hospital chaplain at the Atlanta Medical Center.  While in Atlanta, I also took classes at 
nearby Columbia Theological Seminary, one of our Presbyterian seminaries. 

Following my time in Atlanta, I moved to Lufkin, Texas, where I completed a year-long 
“pastoral residency” at the First Presbyterian Church.  As my internship there was winding down, I 
began looking for my first ordained call.  I was called, then ordained and installed at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Galveston, Texas.  While in Galveston, I had opportunities to serve both 
community and church.  I was a member of the Rotary Club of Galveston, and served on the club’s 
board of directors.  I also served for a year as president of the board for the Galveston Seafarers 
Center, and that same year I was vice-moderator for the Committee on Preparation for Ministry in 
New Covenant Presbytery.  

Near the end of 2012, I was approached by the General Presbyter and was asked to apply for 
the position of designated pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Navasota, TX, and I was 
subsequently called and began serving that congregation in January 2013.  During my time in 
Navasota, I served on the board of the local ministers’ fellowship, was the chaplain for the Brazos 
Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, and I was also active as a member of the 
presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.  After five years in Navasota, I accepted the call to serve 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  I continued to be involved on the 
presbytery level, serving again on CPM.  I also served on the board of the Interfaith Federation of 
Greater Baton Rouge. 

Looking back, I can see how God has used opportunities and experiences to shape and 
enhance my ministry.  As I anticipate the move to North Carolina, I am excited to see what God has 
in store for me and the Clarkton PC family as together we seek to be faithful to Jesus Christ.            

                             
 



Ordination/Installation Vows 

1. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the 
Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  

After completing Confirmation, the class stood before the congregation, and I remember 
being asked, “Who is your Lord and Savior?”  Of course, by the end of the class, we 
knew the correct answer: “Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.”  It wasn’t until a few 
years later that I was confronted with this question again, and it made me pause.  I 
believed, in an intellectual way, that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world.  
But was he my Savoir?  Did I really trust him?  I wrestled with this for several weeks.  
Finally, in prayer, I came to believe that Jesus is my Savior, and I do trust him.  What 
was true in my head became true in my heart.  I do not have to trust myself or anyone 
else to be a “balm” for my “sin-sick soul.”  Jesus is my Savior.  When I acknowledge that 
the Savior is also “Lord of all and Head of the Church,” I am acknowledging that 
Someone else has final authority.  Temporal powers are limited, and humans are finite. 
Only God’s Son is fit to be Lord of all and Head of the Church.      

9. Will you be a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, 
teaching faith and caring for people? Will you be active in the government and discipline, 
serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will you try to show the love and 
justice of Jesus Christ?  

Throughout my ministry, I have been nominated, agreed and subsequently elected to 
serve “in the councils of the church,” primarily on the presbytery level (CPM and COM).  
While these activities do take time, I have seen them as an enhancement of rather than a 
hindrance to my ministry with the congregations I have served.  We often talk about the 
connectional nature of the Presbyterian church, and a willingness to serve “the councils 
of the church” is a way to live into this understanding.  We are not on our own in 
ministry; we serve with sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ.  By working alongside other 
teaching elders and ruling elders in the larger church, I have learned infinitely more than I 
would have on my own.  The “government and discipline” component is seen more 
frequently at the presbytery level, but often it has implications on the congregational 
level.  (e.g. “This congregation had difficulty with ___, so we might want to try ___ 
instead.)  Also, colleagues in ministry have provided new ideas and access to resources 
that have enriched my ministry with the congregations I have served.  Part of my 
understanding of the call to “be a faithful teaching elder” involves bringing the best that I 
have to offer, and my best becomes clearer when I am serving Jesus Christ with others.                             
 
Showing the love of Jesus Christ requires sacrifice, since agape is sacrificial love.  I 
show the love of Jesus when I give of myself to others, even when I don’t want to – 
especially when I don’t want to.  I show the justice of Jesus when I work with his love, so 
that God’s Kingdom is increasingly evident and God’s will is done “on earth as it is in 
heaven.”        


