
 
January 25, 2021 

 

 

Siblings in Christ,  

 

Congregations and mid-councils across the country are trying to find safe ways to maintain 

important practices amid this global pandemic. The service of ordination and installation in 

the PC(USA) is typically done in-person during worship. During this pandemic, many 

churches have developed creative alternatives for the traditional installation and ordination 

service. The following is an excerpt from an advisory opinion offered by The Rev. Wayne A. 

Yost, Stated Clerk of the Synod of the Trinity and The Rev. Christian Boyd, Stated Clerk of 

Milwaukee Presbytery. I’ve edited some suggestions to ensure it best reflects positions 

taken by the Executive Board of the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina.  

  

What are some options for sessions to consider for the ordination and/or installation of 

those called to ordered ministry? 

 

There are many ways to accomplish the ordination outside the usual and customary 

manner, especially in this COVID era. Here are some suggestions but use your creativity to 

meet the spirit of the Book of Order and of the Holy Spirit. 

A. If in-person worship service: 

a. Maintain all safety protocols approved by the session for worship during the 

portion of the service scheduled for the installation and/or ordination of 

officers.  

b. At the congregation level, an administrative commission for ordination and 

installation is either the whole session, or a representative group from the 

session as defined by the Book of Order.  That group (AC) is made up of at 

least two ruling elders and the Moderator. 

c. Only the administrative commission (masked and with six feet distancing) 

gather around the person(s) to be ordained and extend their hands without 

touching the ordinand(s) or each other. Much in the same manner as the 

worship leader does when pronouncing the benediction (blessing) at the end 

of worship. No “laying of hands” is required for installation.  

 

B. If worship is blended (virtual and in-person) 

a. A minimal number of participants could be gathered in one place with others 

participating either by teleconference or live streaming. Another option would 

be to restrict in-person participation to those being ordained and/or installed 

and the administrative commission. 

b. Only the administrative commission (either the whole session or a 

representative group made up of no fewer than two ruling elders and the 

moderator) may with those being ordained/installed in-person.  



c. The Constitutional Questions can be propounded and answered by the 

ordinand(s) and the virtually gathered congregation. 

d. Congregation members present and those participating via a teleconference 

platform could give their affirmation to the questions either audibly or 

visually. 

e. The administrative commission can gather socially distanced around the 

person(s) to be ordained and extend their hands without touching the 

ordinand(s) or each other. Much in the same manner as the worship leader 

does when pronouncing the benediction (blessing) at the end of worship. 

 

C. If worship is by Teleconference Only (virtually only) 

a. Using a teleconference platform (like Zoom), the Constitutional Questions can 

be asked and answered by the ordinand(s) and those being installed, and 

congregation with all computer microphones open. 

b. The laying on of hands could be done digitally with the administrative 

commission extending their hands, as if over the head of the ordinand(s) and 

with the ordinand(s) being able to see that on a monitor. 

c. It is advised that when the church is able to reconvene to in-person 

gatherings safely, a reaffirmation of ordination may occur with the physical 

laying on of hands.  

d. Another option for the laying on of hands has been symbolically accomplished 

as in the picture below. The members of the session or administrative 

commission are asked to trace their hands-on paper. The tracings are then 

used to cut material into the shape of each hand. The material hands are then 

attached to a kind of shawl (as shown) which is placed over the shoulders of 

the ordinand(s) by the administrative commission or a single person present 

with the ordinand(s). 

 
Thanks to Patrice Harley for this model. 

 

Blessings 
 
 
 
Rev. Jerrod B. Lowry, General Presbyter and Stated Clerk  


